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The potential of lithium ion (Li-ion) batteries to be the major energy storage in off-grid renewable energy
is presented. Longer lifespan than other technologies along with higher energy and power densities are
the most favorable attributes of Li-ion batteries. The Li-ion can be the battery of first choice for energy
storage. Nevertheless, Li-ion batteries to be fully adopted in the renewable energy sector need a price
reduction that most likely will be due to the mass production. The progress in Li-ion batteries needs to be
carried further to match enough energy and power densities for the electric vehicle. We present the
electric vehicle sector as the driving force of Li-ion batteries in renewable energies. We believe that the
development of the electric vehicle industry could be the driving force for the renewable sector making
Li-ion batteries more affordable as a benefit of mass production. In the development of Li-ion technology,
the electric automobile will be accompanied by other sectors such as grid storage, consumer electronics,
the electric bike, military or other medical applications. We present the incomparable advantages of Li-
ion batteries over other technologies even if some challenges are still to overcome for a wider usage in
stationary energy storage.

© 2014 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Photovoltaic energy is continuously proving itself efficient
throughout the world. The technology had known tremendous
evolution along with a huge price drop making it more and more
affordable. The evolution in photovoltaic (PV) energy can be
attributed to the development of the individual different parts of a
standalone solar system and the expansion of grid-tie systems.
Nevertheless the energy storage that largely remains based on
lead-acid batteries has not known much change in the last decades.
In fact the price of solar panels has considerably dropped even if the
technology is still in general made of mono or polycrystalline wafer
based silicone solar cells. The thin film solar panels are acquiring
more and more importance but are yet to be major players in the
market. The lighting technology has considerably changed from
incandescent lamps to highly efficient light emitting diode (LED)
lamps with a price continuously decreasing as described by Haitz's
law [1]. It is the same for charge controllers and inverters in general.
The weak point remains the lead-acid battery, mainly because of its
shorter lifespan, especially in comparison with the other
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components of an off-grid system. The battery technology has
undergone a lot of evolution but the photovoltaic industry still uses
largely lead acid batteries because of initial cost reasons and
controlled recycling. Historically, valve regulated lead acid (VRLA)
batteries have had a few superior technical traits, in addition to
their extremely low cost, that have kept them in the lead of the
overall battery market.

In a standalone PV system the lifespan of the solar panel is more
than 25 years and at least 50,000 h for the LED (about 15 years) [2].
In order to improve the longevity of such a system, the lifetime of
the battery should level up from the bottom to match that of the
LED lamps by reaching the 15 years target, about 5000 cycles at 80%
depth of discharge.

Lithium-ion (Li-ion) is a fairly new comer in the battery tech-
nology [3—7]. Li-ion and VRLA battery markets are expected to
grow over the next several years, but Li-ion is certainly to overtake
VRLA in some areas as when mass, lifespan or power density is
critical. Lithium based batteries with their technical characteristics
have the potential to revolutionize the photovoltaic (PV) industry
and renewable energies in general, provide they are affordable for
common systems. The current photovoltaic market is not profitable
enough to boost a new battery technology expensive to develop
otherwise. The development of parallel industries as the electric
automobile sector [3,8], the electric bike, especially in China [9—13],
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the consumer electronic industry and others such as military, space
and medical applications will create a booming effect and open
new opportunities to cut down the cost of rechargeable lithium
batteries and make them ideal candidates for common storage in
off-grid renewable energy. In fact, for this type of stationary storage
application, Li-ion batteries can potentially feature two main
fundamental characteristics: longer cycle life and lower life cycle
cost. The cost per cycle can be less for Li-ion batteries compared to
lead-acid batteries when their lifespans considered. So, even with
the current status of development, for a long-term vision it may be
more advisable to invest in Li-ion rather than lead-acid even if the
upfront cost is higher. But the unique energy storage in renewable
energies is not sufficiently appealing to Li-ion industrials for mass
production.

Most developed countries to support renewable energies pro-
duction and distribution promote grid-tie systems with “net
metering” type concepts that do not require a battery, the energy
transformed is directly injected in the grid via a controller [14].
Such policies had created the conditions for the boost in the PV
panel industry and the consecutive mass production dragged the
prices down. In developing countries where batteries are more
needed because generally PV systems are off-grid, they are less
affordable due to populations' revenues [15,16]. This is an impor-
tant limitation for what should have been a large market for Li-ion
storage and is a limiting factor in the mass introduction of Li-ion
batteries as primary storage systems in renewable energy. It ap-
pears that the renewable energy sector will only benefit of the
development of the Li-ion batteries but will not be the driving
objective of industries. It is then important to understand and
follow the evolution of the sectors that will drive the cost, technical
achievements and solutions for safety issues obtained from
research and development in the Li-ion batteries. Upfront price will
remain an important parameter in the choice of the battery in a
standalone system. At the moment the market of electric vehicles
seems to be the strongest driving force for the development of Li-
ion batteries capable of bringing change in renewable energies.
Therefore the future of renewable energy may be looked at as
tightly correlated with the future of the electric and hybrid vehicles.
To achieve the popularization of li-ion batteries, it is necessary to
make them safer and pricewise more competitive. The market
expansion of the electric car will accompany the mass production
of Li-ion batteries. Furthermore, to replace the internal combustion
engine, the development of the electric car itself, is conditioned by
the achievement of longer autonomy range, faster charge, good
acceleration and longer lifespan, so better energy and power den-
sities but that increases as well the safety challenges to overcome
[17]. Academic institutions and industries are currently developing
innovative materials and design to the reach that goal [4,6].

2. The driving sectors of Li-ion batteries

The automobile industry is persistently looking for an alterna-
tive to the internal combustion engine. It is now admitted that
greenhouse gases do not just pollute [5] but more, they hold
important responsibility in global warming with terrible conse-
quences. According to a report from Wards Auto, the global number
of cars exceeded 1.015 billion in 2010, jumping from 980 million the
year before. The OECD's International Transport Forum forecast
that the number of cars worldwide would reach 2.5 billion by 2050.

Electric vehicles are drawing more and more attention due to
their potential in the reduction of greenhouse gases in one hand
and the current dependence and limitation of oil resources in the
other that brings national vulnerabilities. The current limitation for
the development of the electric automobile is the storage battery.
The development of Li-ion batteries will certainly be decisive for

larger scale commercialization of electric vehicles [18]. Li-ion bat-
tery technology for electric vehicles (EVs), hybrid electrics vehicles
(HEVs) and plug in hybrid vehicles (PHEV) is still in its infancy, it
started in 2009 [5,8,19].

Compared with other technologies, Li-ion batteries are the most
suitable for electric vehicles [7,20] because of their capacity for
higher energy and power output per unit of battery mass (Fig. 1). It
makes them lighter and smaller than other rechargeable batteries
for the same energy storage capacity [21,22]. It is foreseen that by
2020, more than half of new vehicle sales will likely consist of HEVs,
PHEVs and EVs. At the moment majority of all hybrids on the
market uses nickel metal hydride (NiMH) batteries. According to
studies, this may change within a decade, 70% of hybrids, and 100%
of plug-in hybrid and all-electric vehicles are expected to run on Li-
ion batteries [23].

Currently, the HEV uses mostly the battery to save fuel in ac-
celeration phases and charges it while braking [8]. For example a
Toyota Prius can travel only 2—3 miles in all-electric mode. Both,
the Chevy Volt and Nissan Leaf are electrically powered by Li-ion
batteries [8]. The Chevy Volt a PHEV has autonomy of about 35
miles in all-electric mode before switching to gasoline, while the
Nissan Leaf, an EV, can run approximately 70 miles between
charges [8].

The higher energy and power densities are the same reasons
why Li-ion batteries are already widely dominating the consumer
electronics market such as cell phones, laptop computers, digital
cameras and many other portable electronic devices [7,24]. Strong
demand for Li-ion batteries in the consumer electronics sector will
help electric vehicle batteries move down cost/experience curve
[25]. Other advantages of Li-ion batteries compared to lead acid and
nickel metal hydride batteries (NiMH), summarized in Table 1
below, relate to their high-energy efficiency, no memory effects,
and a relatively long cycle life. Furthermore, the flat discharge curve
of the Li-ion cell offers effective utilization of the stored power
while the voltage remains almost constant.

To have a better market penetration, the relatively high cost of
Li-ion batteries for vehicles is one of the main parameter to adjust
to make the technology more competitive despite its incomparable
technical advantages. According to recent estimates for vehicles'
batteries, the cost of Li-ion is four to eight times the price of lead-
acid and one to four times the price of NiMH [26]. However, the
cost of lithium batteries is expected to drop significantly because
the batteries will be increasingly used for many applications, along
with the electric car, such as in medical equipment, uninterruptible
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Fig. 1. Comparison between different battery technologies in term of volumetric and
gravimetric energy densities.



B. Diouf, R. Pode / Renewable Energy 76 (2015) 375—380 377
Table 1
Comparison between different battery technologies.
Specifications Lead acid NiCd NiMH Li-ion
Cobalt Manganese Phosphate

Specific energy density (Wh/kg) 30-50 45—-80 60—120 150—190 100—-135 90-120
Internal resistance (mQ) <100 100—300 200—-300 150—300 25-75 25-50

12 V pack 6 V pack 6 V pack 72V per cell per cell
Cycle life (80% discharge) 200—300 1000 300-500 500—1000 500—1000 1000—2000
Fast charge time 8—16 h 1 h typical 2—4h 2—4h 1 hor less 1 horless
Overcharge tolerance High Moderate Low Low. Cannot tolerate tickle charge
Self-discharge/month (room temp.) 5% 20% 30% <10%
Cell voltage (nominal) 2V 1.2V 12V 3.6V 38V 33V
Charge cutoff voltage (V/cell) 2.40 Full charge detection by voltage signature 4.20 3.60

Float 2.25
Discharge cutoff voltage (V/cell, 1C) 1.75 1.00 2.50-3.00 2.80
Peak load current 5C 20C 5C >3C >30C >30C
Best result 0.2C 1C 0.5C >1C <10C <10C
Charge temperature —20to 50 °C 0to45°C 0to45°C

(-4 to 122 °F) (32to 113 °F) (32to 113 °F)
Discharge temperature —20to 50 °C —20to 65 °C —20to 60 °C

(-4 to 122 °F) (-4 to 49 °F) (-4 to 140 °F)
Maintenance requirement 3—6 months 30-60 days 60—90 days Not required

(topping charge) (discharge) (discharge)
Safety requirements Thermally stable Thermally stable, fuse protection common Protection circuit mandatory
In use since Late 1800s 1950 1990 1991 1996 1999
Toxicity Very high Very high Low Low

power supply (UPS), forklifts, consumer electronics and other
backup power supplies.

As the market grows and production scales up; manufacturers
will take advantage of economies of scale and put on the market
products of lower prices. According to studies, the cost of Li-ion
batteries will decrease from US$650/kWh in 2009, the start of
their introduction in the electric car, to US$325/kWh by 2020 [23].
We should point out that there is a wide range of prices for batteries
depending on manufacturers and quality; the above prices repre-
sent an average price. Component costs may go down 20—30% in
the next few years due to purchasing economies of scale that will
lower prices for material suppliers [23]. Li-ion battery technology is
still relatively new so there are potentially many opportunities for
cost reduction. Material substitution could have an important
impact since a large part of the total battery cost is due to materials
[27]. Research and development efforts are focused on using more
inexpensive and chemically stable materials. Nevertheless, dura-
bility, safety, and performance will all be paramount research ob-
jectives above simple cost calculations [23].

The price of batteries is less dependent on the active material
costs than on their production volume [28]. It is consecutively ex-
pected to have a price decrease as the batteries mass production
takes place. The mass production will be supported by the devel-
opment of manufacturing equipment or processes to decrease line-
time requirements for the fabrication of the different components
of the cells, primarily the electrodes [28].

Beside the cost reduction due to mass production, the price of
Li-ion batteries can also decrease with improvement of design [28]
and integration of the battery packs based on management of the
power potential and pack sizes.

Batteries for different applications have different costs due to
the requirements for different output rate capabilities. Li-ion cells
are generally made of a thin laminate electrodes to allow the kinetic
of electro—chemical reactions to take place at appropriate rates.
Thinner electrodes will provide higher power densities while
thicker electrodes are for higher energy densities.

Cells with thinner electrodes are more expensive to fabricate
[28]. Reduction of cost may come from developing materials that
allow thicker electrodes in a cell to still achieve power re-
quirements. Cost reduction can also be achieved by designing

application-specific battery packs employing different types of
cells: thicker electrode cells for energy storage requirements for all
electric range and thinner electrode cells for higher power re-
quirements for acceleration needs as in HEV. Cost reduction may
come as well come from evolution in the development of cells to
operate in a wider range of applications.

As the energy storage capacity of Li-ion batteries improves and
cost decreases, these batteries will be more and more attractive for
energy storage for other applications. Indeed, some analysts esti-
mate that electric grid applications could eventually create a larger
market than vehicles [7,29—32]. Non-vehicle uses will likely
include backup power supply, military, and aerospace applications
[32—35]. Most such applications currently use lead-acid or NiMH,
but are expected to move to Li-ion batteries in the future.

The electric bike industry is another sector that will probably
allow mass production and consecutively cost reduction of Li-ion
batteries. In fact, as an example there is an important expansion
of the Chinese electric bike market since the end of the 1990s’ from
nearly 40, 000 in 1998 to an estimated 15 million in 2006 [12,36].

Improvement in technology and lower cost will bring transition
from VRLA to Li-ion batteries and have an impact on the future
growth of the electric bike market; it may as well influence the
future of the electric cars.

Indeed, Li-ion cells, whether for electric vehicles, electric bikes
or consumer electronics, are all fabricated based on the same pro-
cesses. For the batteries, the difference lays in the battery man-
agement system (BMS). It would be more convenient to produce
the same battery for a number of different applications, from
portable consumer electronics to electric vehicles. Li-ion batteries
can be designed for high power or high energy depending on cell
size, thickness of the electrodes, and relative quantity of materials
used [27]. High power cells are generally smaller in order to
dissipate the higher heat load. Both types use the same current
collectors and separators in the cell.

Today's state of art in Li-ion batteries with a specific energy of
150 Wh kg, widely used for small-scale devices, it is not enough
to match the performance of internal combustion vehicles as shows
(Fig. 2) below. It is therefore necessary to sustain the efforts in
research and development to improve the battery technology in
one hand and the efficiency of the electric engine in the other. To
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Fig. 2. Comparison between energy densities of different materials.[39].

reach that goal, the energy density needs to be doubled for the
future generation of PHEVs with 40—80 miles all-electric range and
multiplied by 5 for the future EVs with 300—400 miles autonomy
range [8].

So far, major advances in lithium-battery technology were made
based on the discovery of new materials, as LiFePOy4, and efficient
designs. That path may further improve the technology to achieve
density of energies greater by a factor 2 to 3 but a greater progress
may need to adopt a new technology as lithium—oxygen, ideally
lithium air [4], or lithium-sulfur [6,37], all within a window of good
safety [6,38], they are both under development. For example a
lithium—oxygen cell can theoretically output up to 1752 Wh kg~!
(Fig. 3) specific energy if the oxygen electrode is discharged to
lithium peroxide. This reaction is reversible if side reactions with
the electrolyte solvents can be avoided [8].

3. Lithium-ion batteries based stationary energy storage

An ideal energy storage setup should present certain funda-
mental features as safety, affordability, efficiency, tolerance to
external parameters variations as temperature and humidity, good
energy and power densities, long lifespan and no or low mainte-
nance requirements.
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Fig. 3. Evolution of battery technologies by their density of energy.[40].

Since its introduction in the market in 1991 by Sony, Li-ion
technology has fascinated scientists with its fast ramp-up in gain
of energy density within a modest volume and weight increase
when compared with existing lead-acid, NiCd or NiMH recharge-
able batteries Fig. 2 [21,22]. These features made it the ideal com-
panion for wireless applications and digital electronics that
demand lightweight small volume and long battery run time.
Moreover, Li-ion chemistry offers other interesting advantages over
its competitors (Table 1): that of no memory effects, no need of
special maintenance for extending service life and relatively longer
shelf life due to very low self-discharge rates and especially density
of energy presently and more for the future as shows Fig. 3.

Through the development of parallel sectors such as the auto-
mobile industry, decreasing usage cost will boost the application of
Li-ion batteries to other industrial and residential energy storage
applications. Li-ion batteries have potential to increase the effi-
ciency, lifespan and reliability of alternative systems such as off grid
photovoltaic and wind power that currently almost exclusively uses
lead-acid.

If the cycle durability of Li-ion batteries improves significantly, it
might also be possible to find a second use of vehicle batteries as a
home energy storage device or emergency power supply, once the
initial capacity drops under a certain level and the batteries no
longer efficient enough for vehicles.

In addition, Li-ion batteries because of their high density of
energy can be applied to the so called “vehicle-to-grid” [41—44]. In
this application electric vehicle batteries are charged during off-
peak hours and the energy is sold back to utility companies dur-
ing peak hours. In the USA, the federal government as well as utility
companies considers “vehicle-to-grid” as a market driver for
PHEVs. In July 2010, the Department of Energy set an objective of 40
million smart meters and one million PHEVs by 2015 [45]. Several
utility companies have started testing the “vehicle-to-grid”
concept, associating with local governments. PG&E, a California
utility company, has demonstrated “vehicle-to-grid” with the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District [46]. Xcel Energy has begun
commercial testing of “vehicle-to-grid” using 60 PHEVs with the
city of Boulder and Boulder County, state of Colorado [47]. The firm
Google is also testing “vehicle-to-grid” concept (Addison, 2009)
[48]. According to Zpryme Research & Consulting, “vehicle-to-grid”
market size will be $26 billion by 2020 [45].

The initial cost is still much higher for Li-ion than for lead-acid
batteries. Nevertheless, there are situations where their features
such as longer lifespan, higher energy density, tolerance to higher
temperature or possibility of deeper cycles offer advantages that
largely surpass the initial investment difference when choosing Li-
ion over other technologies. For example concerning solar street-
lights where maintenance has a real high cost, the longer lifespan,
the higher energy density and the fact that no maintenance is
required are decisive factors of choice for city planners. In this case,
the design is generally so that the battery due to its size can be
incorporated in the light pole directly compared to a bulky lead-
acid battery for which generally an extra storage box is needed.
The volume needed for VRLA batteries is 5.6 times that of Li-ion,
estimating a density 3.5 times higher for Li-ion than for VRLA and
a depth of discharges of 80% and 50% respectively. As well, when
using Li-ion batteries due to their lifespan, the frequency of battery
service is much lower, this is a very important aspect of cost in city
planning and management. This is why in modern solar streetlights
a LED lamp and a lithium based battery pack are combined for high
efficiency and long lifespan.

In opposite, in solar home systems for example, the storage
space is not generally an issue for the battery even if the lifespan
remains of high importance along with the upfront cost. Intro-
duction of Li-ion batteries in off grid solar home systems may
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mostly be seen under the angle of gain in lifespan as storage space
may not be a challenge. For example when using Li-ion batteries for
energy storage system it becomes possible to match the period of
mortgage payment if the gain in lifespan continues. In fact, when in
deep discharge it is possible to reach 5000 cycles of life we can
theoretically foresee a system installed for 20 years without
maintenance and no electricity bill to pay. The current limitation of
lead-acid batteries generally used in home systems is their lifespan
and in some extend their low power density. Nevertheless, major
price drop and extended lifetime are needed before the Li-ion
batteries become the main batteries for home systems. Further-
more, there is a good match between lead-acid and Li-ion batteries
for most of voltage ranges, so it is for most charge controllers and
power inverters, more and more of them can be adjusted to operate
with either one of the chemistries. The economics of the batteries is
not just the cost but will include transportation, installation and
other maintenance fees when necessary. So, the choice of batteries
with the current technical development will depend on many
factors, as cost and safety but they can all be affected by environ-
mental parameters, VRLA has a lower initial cost but suffers of a
higher sensitivity to high temperatures. The lifespan of the lead-
acid batteries is typically between 3 and 5 years. It's closer to 3
years or 5 years depending on the environment and the number of
cycles. For cooler operating environments, with fewer discharge/
recharge cycles on well-maintained batteries, the life expectancy of
a battery can approach up to 5 years. On the contrary, in operating
environments with extreme heat and moisture and numerous
discharge/recharge cycles with poorly stored and maintained bat-
teries the life of a battery can drop to two years.

Another sector of interest is grid storage. Energy storage for grid
is generally used to support the grid to match the needs at all
moment with reliability. It can be in hydroelectric form with
pumped hydroelectric power, it is the most common, mechanical
with compressed air, chemical, electrical or in electrochemical form
as sodium—sulfur, Na—S, the most frequent currently but they
suffer of safety deficit [7]. Due to their high energy and power
densities, Li-ion batteries can also be applied to grid energy storage.
They can be used in micro-grid applications or just as grid support
in peak consumption hours. In case of grid support, the usage will
range potentially from frequency regulation and load following,
when short response times are needed, to peak shaving and load
shifting, both of which can lead to improvements in grid reliability,
stability and cost [49]. In general the usage of rechargeable batte-
ries in energy storage can allow better integration of renewable
energy resources to the grid and be used to accommodate peak
loads [7]. For example among others, a new, state-of-the-art, 5 MW
Li-ion energy storage system was recently unveiled in South Salem,
Oregon, USA. The new energy storage system will allow the storage
of the excess electricity occasionally produced by some intermit-
tent renewable energy sources, such as wind and solar, as well as
providing other services. The energy storage system is integrated
with a localized power zone, standing for a microgrid, which means
that depending on the size of the system, a number of customers in
the area will be able to retain power even during regional electrical
blackouts. The energy storage system will respond to regional grid
conditions with the help of a key aspect of the demonstration called
transactive control. The technology helps power producers and
users decide how much of the area's power will be consumed,
when and where. This is done when producers and users auto-
matically respond to signals representing future power costs and
planned energy consumption. The automated signals allow par-
ticipants to make local decisions on how their smart project can
support local and regional grid needs. The new energy storage
system should give grid operators the information they need to
design better, larger systems and offers means of exploring

different ways to integrate solar or wind power with the grid.
Photovoltaic or wind turbine systems are widely installed world-
wide. This makes electricity grids “smarter” and facilitates them
with integration of renewable energy sources; this may be a
necessary step to achieve a sustainable power industry. But,
renewable energy sources as sun radiations or wind are not con-
stant and intrinsically dependent on environmental conditions.
Serious concerns about reliability and performance require inte-
gration of energy storage as a critical part to buffer energy or pro-
vide arbitrage. Direct connections of renewable energy sources to
the grid can lead to stability issues of the utility network or even its
failure. Battery energy storage system can be used to control the
output fluctuations of renewable energy sources. It can be based on
Li-ion battery and power conditioning system. Lithium-based bat-
tery offers high specific power/energy density, and gains popular-
ities in many applications, such as small grids and integration of
renewable energy in grids [30—32].

In deep discharge applications Li-ion batteries has significantly
higher cycle life than lead-acid batteries. This difference is
enhanced as the operation temperature increases. The cycle life of
each one of the chemistries can be increased by limiting the depth
of discharge rate and temperature, but lead-acid is generally much
more sensitive to each of these factors. Lead-acid and Li-ion bat-
teries both offer pros and cons for stationary storage applications.
When making a choice for one or the other number of factors
should be taken into consideration as: safety, reliability, initial cost
including installation, lifespan, weight and volume especially to
consider for shipping cost and storage availability, temperature
sensitivity, environmental impact and maintenance. Li-ion batte-
ries perform better as temperature is higher as in hot climates but
their initial cost is much higher. Rural electrification is sector
continuously growing is in developing countries, with a main de-
mand is for lighting and cell phones [15]. In this case energy storage
plays a fundamental role and generally populations have to deal
with remoteness, making services not available, furthermore, high
temperatures limit the lifespan of lead-acid batteries generally
used, particularly in Africa. Such situations call in favor of Li-ion
batteries rather (Table 1). For example, in fee-for-service, one of
the rural electrification models [50—52| the adoption of Li-ion
batteries will have the benefit of no maintenance needed, the
lifespan is much longer (currently up to 2000 cycles for a depth of
discharge at 80%) and a better tolerance to high temperatures. The
adoption of Li-ion batteries will bring major advantages to over-
come the initial cost. In fact, in the fee-for-service model private
companies install solar home systems at the end users' domicile but
remain the owner of the equipment. The private companies are in
charge of the maintenance or repair of the systems if needed and
the end users have to pay fees in exchange of the electricity service.
One of the problems of these rural areas that weaken the fee-for-
service model is their remote character. There is no technical ser-
vice or parts available in case of breakdown; the systems should be
built in order to minimize technical failures. It will reduce the ex-
penses of the private companies and the fees paid by the end users.
The battery, as in most of photovoltaic off-grid systems, remains the
weak point, especially because of its short lifespan generally about
500 cycles for a depth of discharge at 50% of its capacity.

Among the different Li-ion batteries LiFePO4 seems to be the
most promising for large capacity energy storage [53,54]|. This is
due to its lifespan and safety compared to other Li-ion batteries. So,
it should be expected that in the near future with the current trend
in research and development for the automobile industry the prices
will be continuously dropping and Li-ion batteries, particularly
LiFePO4, will gain popularity in renewable energy storage and
particularly in off grid solar home systems. Nevertheless to operate
Li-ion batteries safely, it is needed to protect them with an
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electronic circuit as they do not tolerate overcharge or discharge
and extreme temperatures that can lead to serious issues [55].

4. Conclusion

We have presented the potential for a wide use of Li-ion bat-
teries as primary storage in the renewable energies, replacing the
very common lead acid batteries. Favorable attributes of Li-ion
batteries are longer lifespan, higher densities of energy and po-
wer. These are the principal weak points of batteries at the moment
used in off grid renewable energies. Nevertheless, the take-off is yet
to be seen because of the cost competitiveness of Li-ion chemistry
that is still high and in some extend shows safety issues. The cost
and safety issues are most likely be overcome with the develop-
ment of the electric vehicle that will trigger a mass production in
the near future. Li-ion batteries are more environment friendly
than lead-acid batteries. Because of the density of energies, lead-
acid batteries require more raw materials to achieve the same en-
ergy storage capacity which may affect environment due to more
mining.

The sustainability of Li-ion batteries and a real sense of their
application as ideal batteries in renewable energy, despite their
unique technical features, requires for them to use abundant row
material, to be recyclable. Replacing more than 1 billion cars in the
world with electric vehicles or plug-in hybrids powered by 15-kWh
lithium-ion batteries would use up to 30% of the world's known
reserves of lithium. Nevertheless, other sources are available as
lithium is also found in unlimited quantities in sea water, and
concentrating it from brines is more environment friendly than
conventional mining. The production of lithium could also be based
partly on recycling as already done with lead—acid batteries.
Lithium battery technology will also need to achieve lower carbon
footprint, it is currently about 70 kg CO, per kWh.
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